DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

else in England, he should talk to her own physician,
Dr. Jenner :

" Pray do this/' she wrote, " for 1 fear much others
trying to sec you first and say things and wish for things
which I should not consent to."1

The significance of this insistence was often clear
enough In the years that followed, when her Mblisters,
year after year, urged her to resume the public
functions of Sovereignty again. She sent them to see
Dr. Jenner in order that he should tell them that her
health rendered her incapable of anything of the
sort.

The Queen remained at Osborno for more than
two months after the Prince Consort's death., and this
seclusion began to form itself into the habit which
eventually became so disastrous. A Council was held
there in January, but it was so arranged that she
need not meet its members face to face* She gave an
interview afterwards to Lord Granville, and later in
the month to her Prime Minister. Otherwise she
saw none of her Ministers, but she asked that some
Secretary of State should come down once a week for
a night or for a Saturday till Monday. She would not
promise to see him, if she did not feel well enough,
but it would be " a support to her Majesty to feel that
he was at hand, and his presence at the Queen's
residence would probably have a good effect."

But she gave alj diligence to such work as could be
done in complete privacy. She read with the utmost
care the despatches that were sent her, and more than

1 Letters of Queen Victoria^ 1, ui, p. 606.
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